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The school system is only one of a number of agencies dealing with the youth of the community.  
Cooperation between these agencies is recognized as important in providing effective service to 
these young people. 
The schools and the police share responsibility where violations of the law occur within the school, 
in providing safe travel to and from school, and in instances when a school student is suspected of 
involvement in a violation of the law outside of school. 

In the latter instance, it is important that the rights of the school, the home, the civil authorities, and 
principally those of the student be protected. 

1. Whenever possible, the police officer should first contact the main office of the school to 
inform the principal of a planned visit. 

2. Whenever possible, police officers assigned by police administrators to investigations 
involving interviews of students during school hours should wear civilian clothes and 
operate with unmarked vehicles.  When a specially trained juvenile officer is available, 
he/she should be assigned to such investigation, even if in uniform. 

3. In emergency situations, where the commission of a criminal offense has been witnessed by 
the police, the police should not be hindered or prevented from taking direct action in 
schools in such situations where they are engaged in “HOT” pursuit. 

4. In normal situations, upon arrival at the school, the police officer should first call upon the 
principal or designated administrator to request permission to interview a student or to take 
a student into custody during school hours.  If the principal does not know the officer, he/she 
should request identification from the officer.  The officer should explain the purpose of the 
visit.  The parents or legal guardians of the student to be interviewed should be notified prior 
to the interview, whenever possible.  The principal or designated administrator must be 
present during all interviews. 

5. The use of policewomen is desirable in interviews with female juveniles.  In such cases, the 
principal should designate a female teacher or any female member of the school staff to 
attend. 
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6. In the event it becomes necessary to make apprehension during school hours, the police 

officer should contact the principal to have the student summoned to the principal’s office 
before being released from school into the custody of the police.  All steps should be taken 
to avoid embarrassment of any student by appearance of an officer in the classroom.  The 
school should record the name of the officer, time of departure and the nature of the offense 
for which the apprehension was made.  The parents or legal guardians of the student 
should be told immediately where the student will be taken.  In the event that the parents or 
legal guardians cannot be notified immediately, the principal should establish contact with 
the police and continue efforts to contact the parents or legal guardians until notification has 
been made. 
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